Isaac Revisited
The will of Lady Burton (Isobel,
Wife of Sir Richard Francis Burton, sex
Researcher, diplomat, discoverer)
Mandated the destruction of both his
Effects and hers. However, some escaped,
Including his essay about a sect
Of Jews in Ottoman Arabia
Performing human sacrifice as late
As 1885. If one knew less
Or more! How much did Burton know? Reveal?
Where is the manuscript? Who printed it?
Perhaps the whole thing was a forgery
By Rider Haggard, who, despising Jews,
Knew how much harm a narrative can do.
Look what The World's Desire did to Aztecs.
Or, as he pointed out, the Pentateuch.
Assume, however, that the story's true.
The Caliphate, and let alone the tribes
Of Bedouin would not have taken note,
Especially if the coincidence
Of calendars meant sacrificial cries
Of sheep drowned out this year's elected youth.
How early did the Saudi Monarchy
Have information, or the Zionists?
Quite probably a text is in the vault
At Whitehall. Threats of circulating it
May well have shored the Palestine Mandate.
And in the hands of Brooklyn-Williamsburg...
It is romanticism to suppose
That if the ritual is practiced still
It's in the "Empty Quarter" or the Sinai,
Accessible, as Burton might have found,
Only by camel. Let the CIA
Investigate instead the tenements
Of Cairo and of Aden. Blackmail kept
Down Palestine? It might check Israel.
And since Jehovah's prose, like that of She,
Or Burton's Nights, tends toward the purple, His
Can be the medium to turn the rite
Into an urban legend. "Abraham
Therefore stretched forth his hand and took the knife
To slay his son" But Isaac turns aside;
The blade cuts through his shoulder. Dripping blood,
He runs into the street. The altar smoke
Obscures his father's vision, slows pursuit.
Mistaking Isaac for a catamite,
Police assume he flees a lovers' quarrel.
They do nothing. Moloch, Dagon, Baal...
Have you worldwide collateral effect?






