Leda and the Albatross

Freud claimed to see in every Leonardo the image
of a vulture, hidden like “Nina” in every Hirsch-
feld caricature.

--Charles Gullans

If it is hung around your neck for life

And presses its whole length along your body
By all means have sex with it.

What pride have you to lose?

Ancient, the Mariner was mad. A brief
On bestiality would only profit
Lawyers. One must first admit
That knowledge, power abuse,

And that the human, not the avian,

Is where they have their seat. The nearby creature
Waiting dumbly to comply

Is no more free than you,

As much constrained by what the draw has been.
But he is inescapably your future--

Leonardo’s vulture, high

But poised, a death you do.



