The Apostolic Succession Ends

The final pontiff has been laid to rest,

And none will venerate him. Neither schism,
War, nor atheism, and let alone

Intolerance, could bring about the close

Of twenty centuries of tack and trim.

It was diversity. The Curia

Could not adjust to thought of Peter’s throne
As Babel speaking ex cathedra, nor,

Rotated continent to continent

For relevance, could very long survive

The Papacy itself. Its Vatican

Sold off to meet the lawsuits, Montreal

As heir of the receivership, the Church

Of England co-opts the theology,

Or such of it as still can be determined.
Websites, or some few, will guide the old
To bones of saints and True Cross jigsaw bits
In virtual reality. So long

The one mandate of Heaven if the first
Among bureaucracies, the universal

Was at last fragmented by locale.

A province is the wedge of heresy.

Total depravity and ex-Elect,

Predestined as if Calvin willed, Rome ends.



