
 

 

      
     Stars and Stripes 
 
Alaska and Hawaii have 
Their virtues, although not as stars. 
The rigid field of forty-eight 
Somehow more satisfied, as if 
All fifty, in their rows offset, 
Their parallax of politics 
As flag for astigmatic time 
Set eyes on edge as teeth are set. 
New Mexico in 1912 
And Arizona after that 
Did not create the disarray 
Our Civil War did, in the Bars 
And Stars, at least. The Union Flag 
Depicted its eleven out 
As if they shone and still were in.. 
Assuming, say, Ontario, 
To spite Quebec, proclaimed itself 
A fourteenth colony new found, 
Could Betsy Ross's daughters cope? 
Completely. Middle age consists 
Of slicing thinner what is thin. 
 


