
 

 

      PR at Tuskegee 
 
Aware of it? Of course he was. 
How could he not have been, as small 
A world as any campus is, 
The sciences especially. 
Could he have blown the whistle? Yes, 
And put his own research at risk. 
It would have been peanuts indeed 
Without grant money. He was raised 
By Whites, you know. Live-in or such. 
A Hoosier missionary pair. 
At least they educated him. 
Too well, perhaps. He may have learned 
Their missionary prudery. 
“It” would have seemed for him payback-- 
Sin paying out its wages still. 
And, after all, the men were fed. 
The mess of pottage may apply. 
That being what the doctors thought, 
One gathers. If they thought at all. 
Even their phrase was not thought up. 
“Bad blood” is how the Blacks themselves 
Describe it. Let us both be frank: 
All medicine is in a sense 
Experiment on human subjects. 
Do we Calvinists equate 
The sins Omission and the sins 
Commission? If we do not act 
Our sins Omit will take the day, 
They being easier. Somewhere  
Between the silver and the salver 
We scrub up. First do no harm? 
Improving peanuts does no harm. 


