UNBUILT AMERICA
I

The Grand Canyon Cog Railway

From recent limestone into strata old as Earth,

The Canyon Railroad drops into geology.

Beside the donkey trails whose little burros are,

In context, moving fossils, goes the Palace Car

And its restraining engine. Taking little note

Of mesas and their misapplied Park Service names,
--Walhalla Plateau, Vishnu' s Temple, Wotan's Throne--
Fred Harvey calls his halfway house exactly that.

His firm has lost the gambling franchise and the raft
Concessions to the Havasupai, although fright

And vertigo mean that for many visitors

The halfway point will be as far as they will go.

In any case, the Harvey Girls will be the sight

That most remember. Still, the engine as it climbs,

A fumarole in motion, says the Paleface too

Can signal, What the signal says is what roulette

Or rain dance says: The human scale is all of scale--
Our middle distance that implies the distant rim;

The haze of hope and chance beyond the odds and gods.

I
The Outer Banks Expressway

Untested so far by a major hurricane,

The highway cuts the driving time from Maryland
To Florida by half a day. For vehicles

An equal of the Intracoastal Waterway;

For inshore populations an equivalent

Of Holland's North Sea Barrier. At Kitty Hawk
And Hatteras, at Ocracoke and Cape Lookout,
High rises are as prevalent, as Arab-owned,

As on South Padre Island: OPEC on the dunes.
The monument to Orville and to Wilbur, huge,
And facing inappropriately with the wind,

Makes take-off seem a hopeless concept. Who, en route
Along the stormy capes, does not respect the air,
However conguered, or the sea, however salt

Or freshened, or that fire the emirates purvey?
Earth, no, it being too much what we make of it.



The Muir Woods Grand Prix

The thirty largest redwoods have been tunneled through;
The racecourse figure-eights among them. Single file,
Hell's Angels, to a flap of Condors and the hoots

Of Spotted Owls, lead off the opening parade.

Although spectators have traditionally arrived

Days in advance, to put treehouses up, whose sites
Permit a better view, this practice has been banned,

As playing Tarzan, or, ineptly, going ape,

Has been responsible for some fatalities.

A children's Hug-the-Tree Contest awards a prize

For any smallest group that can surround a trunk,

And California's largest wooden Indian,
"Sequoiaquatch," a carving from a single tree,

Can be appreciated for a modest charge.

Monoxide, fog, and vapors recreational

Hang in the sounding air. Would these have been the rites
Of Druids had the chainsaw been available,

And cannabis about instead of mistletoe?



