
 

 

        On Location 
 
Mel Gibson (right) directs Jim Caviezel (center) 
and Caviezel's unidentified double on the set of 
The Passion of Christ. 
                                         --Newspaper Photo Caption 
 
 
   From one who took upon himself the sins 
   Of all the world, I take, as you may care 
   To think of it, the burden of detail: 
   The need to judge each failure on its own 
   Instead of sin "in principle," as, too, 
   I face from age to age the canvases  
   And cameras; and though the wounds are his 
   I model for the image. Bear in mind 
   That what you see, you see at one remove. 
   Do not imagine that just any pose 
   Or profile necessarily is his. 
   I am the stand-in to relieve the fact 
   Of fiction it accrues. Let all the glaze, 
   Make-up, soft focus always be on me. 
   The lance's deepest thrust I can shrug off; 
   Thorn pricks obliterate. If you would seem, 
   Iscariot, less Quisling than you are; 
   Be, Caiaphas, Ben-Gurion in time, 
   Use doubles. Advertise. 
                                       "Ex- tax collector 
   Seeking Jewish male. Red hair a plus. 
   Must be prepared to kiss another man." 
   "In search of Jewish man of middle age. 
  His lines subtitled but the applicant 
   Must mouth his 'Crucify him' clear enough 
   To be lip-synched." 
                                 As risen from the dead 
   I improvise, not having prompter yet, 
   Or moves to understudy. Think of me 
   As one of you, before your casting call. 


